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| E Autbor of | this Diſcourſa 
|  bnowing very woll how little 
things of this kind are generally 
looked for or minded, had never thought 
of publiſhing it, if it had not been ſo 
much defired. 


"2 + * T% 


I was the only eaſy and ſafe way he 
had of obliging numbers, who by them- 


ſelves or friends had interceded for the 
liberty of taking copies, or reading it ; 
and he was the eaſier induced to it by 


the opportunity it gave him, of paying, 


he hopes, no unacceptable compliment, 
where, a higher and much better was 
due. 


Tf the price * ſet upon it, is com- 
plained of as more than it is worth ; 
A. 3 #.:08 
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* The Dublin Edition was ſold for Eighteen pence. 
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be anſwers, that N curi 15 y is ill. 
natured, he has à right to fix the terms 
pon ieh ir ſhall bei gyatified; where 
it it not, it will not be Hah vg and 
fo fall into fuch bands onl 5 as. it is ee 
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HERE is an Italian Proverb * which 
ſays that handſome: Girls are born ma! = 
reed :: the meaning whereof is not 
= what hath been vulgarly ſuppoſed, 
Fu Marriages are made in Heaven : But that 
ſuch is the power of Beauty over the human 
Heart : That when they well, they mays 


| This being fo, the Intichation to your 
Ladyſhip is to look out, and provide: for a 

change of Condition: To remain Single, will 
not be long in your power, for Beauty that 
ſtrikes every Eye, will neceſſarily charm 
many hearts: Nature ordained it univerſal 
Sway, and the corruptions of nature, multi- 
plied as they have been through a ſeries of 
$600, years, have even yet been able to give 
it but one rival: In the human heart, (I ſpeak 
it to their ſhame) temples have been erected 
to the god of wealth: many fair victims have 
we ſeen too bleeding at his altars; and, what 


Le Belle Naſcono Maritate. 
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To this h me heres hag Hee 10, 
ſhip never can be ſubject: what therefore you 


| have to learn, is onl * uſe, with diſcretion ; 
to maintain with help röſtered ſove- 
reignty which contending foppliants will in- 
treat you to accept. EE IN 


At a ſcaſon u bei tlie mind ks zelt ras 
to-receive the wmpreffions, : which determine 
n or; its contraty; a Diſcourſe of 
Oenjggal Lore and Duty, wilt not, I hope, 
be thought- an \ improper” offering: a 

one indeed it is; all offerings are jo, in bas ver 
of the Divinities to which-they ate offrred: 
but it hath that which only can conſecrate 
any gift, it is the offering of a fond devoted 
Heart : not the wax, but che honey of the 
Hive; recommended by kind intention, to 
help you forward to felicity, and to make that 
Felicity endleſs: to make you, Madan, as 
Beloved as you are Lovely, as Happy, if _ 
be poſſible, ee e . ONE Nu 


When went * of Evdleſs Felicity, 
Gur thoughts by early tatoring | are apt to look 
forward to a different Scene? whitherto the 
higheſt, healthieſt, and faireſt, ſnould often turn 
their eye, that the opening of that Scene may 
never be unwelcome: But as the religion you 
profeſs gives you no occaſion for a confeſſor, 
And even the honour of being your Father's 

Chaplain, 


DEDICATION, ww 
Chaplain, will not intitle me to the ſaucy pri- 
vileges uſurped in that character, my diſcourſe 
muſt turn only upon ſuch incidents, as ariſe 
from the Scene we are in, by a proper repre- 


ſentation to inſtruct you how to preſerve and 
improve the character imprinted in your 


Form. 

In this odly compounded animal and in- 
tellectual Syſtem, three things only there 
are which Raiſe, or give title to pre- eminence 
and authority: 8E NSE, BEAUTY and 
STRENGTH. * end os 
If a Syſtem of Creatures could be found 
of only one Sex, the latter, I verily believe, 
would always carry it ; for -even upqn the 
ſuppoſition, that it was female, as partial as 
Jam in their favour, I ſee reaſon to appre- 
hend, that they might ſometimes run to that 
decifion, and have recourſe to arms. | 


If in another, a ſpecies of animals with« 
out appetites, Iraſcible or concupiſcible, it 
would probably belong to the firit, becauſe 
in that cafe, I ſee nothing from whence con- 
troverſy could arife. Every one would be a 
Philofopher, and probably have that calmneſs 
and impartiality, which now at beſt is but 
_ pretended: But as theſe imaginary worlds, 
even in Fontenelle's plurality never did exiſt : 
To give Law, to Govern univerſally and ab- 
folutely, without controul, is the prerogative 
of Beauty alone: By ſtruggling; a man doth but 
von ſhew 
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ſhew, his weakneſs : Rebellion n ig ö 
is a din e dann. ($419 ; 1424 7 


In a flight Garry, 08 che parade a ; 
ſtrutting of the little animal we are led to ima- 
gine, the _ deceit hath ſometimes ſtolen even 
upon me: that it is man who guides and 
governs the univerſe: By the might of my 
power I have done this : So He will ſome- 
times ,ſuperbly vaunt: like his proper Em- 
blem he Fly upon the chariot wheel, See, he - 
will ſay, what 4 Du uf J raiſe; Yet in every 
boaſted Scene, alas] what is he? a Puppet 
only, a mere paſſive inſtrument in the hands 
of women, edged and blunted; furious and 
bluſtering, gentle and tame, as you their 
Sovereigns Will and Direct. Thus 'proving - 
what the wiſe Man aſſerts, that Pride was not 
made for Man: To Pride of this fort, He 
hath neither Title nor Tenure: / He muſt 
needs boaſt, let him take the apoſtolic pattern, 
in the plain literal _ and ny FF. Bis 0 own 


enfirmity. 


In the Cuſtoms of Modern nations, "Bog 
are ſeveral things which at firſt ſight ſeem to 
make againſt what is here aſſerted: but what 
then? Man was originallyupright, the Inventions 
therefore ſought out, be they ever ſo many, or ſo 
abſurd, prove nothing: Look back to the ge- 
nerations that are paſſed: collect what the 
uſages were in nations moſt renowned for wiſ- 
dom and proweſs, and thence Judge what is 
of right, and ought to be: there we have 

Evidence 
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Evidence Irreſiſtible of all we cbntend for. 
Numerous inſtances there are of nations in 


which this Feen of N ature was neyer ob- 
ſtrücted. emen ee tt 

a 71 2811 3 F112 to, S dent 

Thus we read in HAllian, that at CAKKAL 1 b 
Aſſyria there was a temple dedicated to Luna, gf 
where none were admitted to worſhip, who 
did not openly profeſs Subection to his wife: aud 
I. know not whether I need fepeat what eve 
one knows, that SEMT& &MIS had eſtabliſhed a a 
Law which for ages was never 'violated in 

part of her boundleſs dominions: that all 

abend ſbauld be ſulject to their wives. Among 
the Sauromatians, as we are told by Nicolaus 
from Stobæus, it was a fundamental Law, 
that man ſhould in all things, both in their fa- 
muilies, and in their. cities, be under the go- 
uernment- of the | women And in Egypt, the 
place where policy and good government firſt 
prevailed, it was, as we read in Diod. Siculus, 
particularly ordained, that the wife ſhould pre- 
fide over the lhuſbund. The women at marriage 
inſiſting always on this indiſpenſible condition 
of their contract, _ ak man Was pad be the 
JO of their will, 


- In the too * celotitined States: of Greece, 
the Wives Prerogative ſeems to have met, I 
own, with ſome Interruption, and not fo ge- 


nerally admitted as in other parts, as we may 
collect from that ſmart reply of the wife of 


LEONTDAS 7. when- interrogated, | whence it. 
was that the Spartan women only had authority 
280 B - Over 
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over their men; enen thy. m1 
beget men, 10 318 91. Ti 230 F 


do Wega a8 n: A en 0 aids dot 


At Athens however it is plain from the 
Cerealia Celeb of Ariſtophanes that it was 
dangerous and had very ſeldom been / brought 
into Controverſy; it is from thenee probable. 
that Euripides was the firſt who had: tranſ- 
greſſed in this way: in the opinion of 
Agatho the Crime was, of. ſo high a Nature, 
that he abſolutely: refuſed to appear. in his 
Defence; and the Sentence paſſed, upon Mne-' 
filecus, who had the, Boldnels. to undertake it, 
probably prevented. its ever nn nt con- 
troverly (DL! e en eee 


* Valocigs: Maxime, however, Mole con- 
feſſeth, that the Antients in general, : /hought. 
it 4 matter of * honour. to. be good huſbands, 
than even. to be | good Patriot. and common 
_ wealths, nen and how quiet, I may obſerve, 
would. i it make this country and State; if the 
ae, opinion, or ſentiment, obtained among 
us! how. many brawling Orators would it 


 effectually..gag! and make them as meek, 
modeſt and ſubmiſſive in the Senate as they 


are at their fire ſide. And laſtly, as to the 
Romans, OW 4t ſtogcheamong them, that ill 
gatured Wyective of Cota the Cenſar doth am- 
ply inform us; he Was perpetually uphraiding 
them, that they, who were the conquerors of 
the world, and gave: Laws to all others, ere 
3 Wa the Sla Slang leit own wives. 
I ORD u 2013 1h 
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Hete Madam, you {ee is a large lift of very 
relpectible authorities, every one of them too, 
in point, to the caſe we are upon; and yet if 


* 
* 


my judgment along with it. It was upon 


; 2 8 n 


of his mouth, and was ever twitting with 


it, all who came. in his Way; thence roving, 
_ a mind to.be had this. 
only way, to live Single Nor is this, Madam, 
by the way, any prejudice againſt Marriage, 
for the ſame is true ot 4religions State; it alſo 
is à State of Servitude : but both are ſuffici- 


that whoever had à mind to be free, 


ently recommended by this; THAT THE YOKE 
IS EASY AND THE BURDEN LIGHT,  _ 


ERC > Bis | 4 1 2 * .. 1 
It is in truth very pleaſant, to hear often very 


judicious Hiſtorians, aſſigning the Epoch and 
ſettling the Date of female Goyernment,-that at 
ſuch a time, and under ſuch a reign, women firſt. 


began to exerciſe their Sovereignty, to know 


the extent of their own power, or to be ſenſible” 
of their own' importance; when it is but to read 


their Hiſtories, to ſee, and be convinced, that 
They have Ever known, and have Ever uſed it. 

In France particularly, it was not in the 
reign of Cath. de Medicis, as Mezeray tells you 


it began: She indeed knew the whole ſecret 


of Government, and made great improvements 
in the original plan, as may be ſeen in her 
manner of conducting Enterpriſes. In her 
Eclairciſſements, with the ptinces of the 


Blood, ambaſſadors, Cc. ſhe had conſtant- 


ly in her train, a Groupe of Ladies of the 
moſt brilliant beauty, theſe ſhe played off 
as occaſion preſented; it was by ſuch kind of 


Artillery, that ſhe demoliſhed every Fort that 


ſtood in her way, cut off the Locks of every 
Hero who oppoſed her; and yet, Madam, 


{ 
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even She e only the leſſons, ert in 
her vou e ha W rom. the example 
4 Nee Dees P 0 her bulbang's, 


miſtreſs, . who the } * .cxpreſly ſays, 
nieloit. de tout, fouvoit tau U 1 il iD 8 15 asd“ - 


"Let the Inſtance be {pax ail 1 5 15 55 


r 


1 


png the Scef tre 8 ever b een in the 
Hands of the Falz; and the men who, pre- 
tended leaſt 9 8 ONE, bs + Her been, ths, 


eroes, 


e 


cannot Inchant. He muſt be Prom Prim more, 
or ſomething worſe than a man — 2. e. a God 
or a Devil, who hath eſcaped, or who can re- 
| fiſt its power: The Gods of the Heathens could 
not; Jupiter, Mars, Mercury, Apollo, their 
amours are as famous as their names : So that 
that ſturdineſs in human nature, wherever it is 
found, which can reſiſt, argues plainly how 
much of the Devil is wrought up in the com- 
polition : if the native power were not ſo 
great as it is, ſo many arts, ſo many opportu- 


nities to ſooth and to perſuade, would make it 
impoſſible, | 


7 
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Haide AS! 9117 vnd botifer $112 io 
10 int thei,” wherets' an hiſtary ſuffrag. 

57 pt n nt. 1 | 10 5 97 tg: 

juggle you ont 'of your fe ſes ; oo my 

Pedants tell a 49 3 tale, Th 10 i wedlock 
ou thro your Supremacy, 4 Andre. 

any" thi 47 Re tes Jed, Aiveſt, yourſelf of 

power there is no. ch thing, Fr medium, 
nor any Inſtante to prove 8 by : See Hench. 
firpamed the Great :* In the abinet, how Por. 

Itic and wiſe! in Jt field, how. perſeveri ring, . 

valiant and intrepid! was even He. the Sc e- 

reign of his own will? No: but the ſervant of 

Madam Gabrielle 2 Erees: er him attend- 

ing her in her actouchenient,” Tealoning her 

Graels, and warming! her Flannets, doing all 

the offices of a Valet or a Cham riere: his 

foul, we Wt So was „ 2 in. her 

wel. the cbul turn bid e erſoever . 

wil c © 


But Au falk of Kings 400 te like 250 
and frail Mortals? even The Papal chair, when 
its power and credit were, at the higheſt, and 
no one dared to difpute its infallbility, 4 in 
this reſpect frequent proofs of its Subjection 
and weakneſs: nor did their character for 
Halineſs ſuffer any impair or Diminution, by 
having their Miſtreſſes Saluted by the fitle of 


Patriarchefſe and Papiſfa “. e 
* As in the inſtance oof eras 4 and m the! maler. 
wur 4 $249 | 3p Jr $49! 
Papa, pater patrum Aifweitt :e 
l | * pandito partum. debe 
ei 
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In a caſe ſo plain; what need cbidrtliery 
man: himſelf;: without any tedious ded = 
facts, proves it tp deimonſtratibn i in 4 5 
Eng due, bre Is his reſburde; 
te; he never falls of ſucceſs! by chig 
they ane ec their om <£ounſers,? 
and baffſe on anothers purpoſes; whatever 
is the point in view, the Wife or Miſtreſs 
gained, the work is done; : get out any 
Riddle of State, no more is neceſſary than 
ton do as you read the Philiſtines did by 
e YELLS 1 35 18 og J NE x ichn po 
In ihe; 1 of a centalh Baba Say 
we read indeed of a Queen, to divert het huſ- 
band from ſome ill-· adviſed purpoſe, throwing 
herſelf at his feet, and rudeſy repulſed with 
a Madam uu 700k you not'to'give' us I but 
to bear ur children. But we are to conſider 
where ned; that it was in that frozen 
Clime, where the Eflays of Nature are all 
rude and unfiniſhed; out of the Influence ol 
thoſe benign Rays,” wWhicli whilſt they are 
Ripening always Soften human Nature, a1 
where the 43-4 of courſe; like other pro- 
ducts of the Soil, are ill flavoured,” four and 
harſh: from ſuch Samples eſtimates never 
ſhould be made; Nature, properly wrought 
up and poliſhed, takes a different caſt: the 


clay in one and the other . a to be 
GE eib. (2, 11.1 


Fa 


kh Madar I have ao wondered: a- 
mong people ſo polite and gallant as che 
French, yeh could have given riſe or con- 


tinuance 


S 
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i " i tod Soba Lu: originally» Gallic 
= i>.c04uld>noþ beyolu gf. Gothic; mode; .itranfs: 
Ii ied from dhe: Northern parts ef Germany 
by, Faanks and :Lombirds zluhut why, after 
luch;orepeated Experience of, ita bad Effect 
they are ſoumm pit, I muſbſay;:ſo:perverie; 
ag till adhefd telt; J cannot account. 
291MM 10 20 W, och eiy ni iaion od et 
Topar Females the Succeſſion, where they 
al ays preſude in council, is odly inconſiſtent; 
the example of what happened among us, the 
flouriſhing ſtate of our monarchy under female 
Government, might have taught them to correct 
this ridiculous miſtake, Let any one but reflect 
what we were in the Reign of Queen Elizaleth, 
what in the Reign of Queen Ann, what in the 
Reign f a Marguret of Anjou we might have! 
been 1 ad ſhe not wanted the Incumbrance of 
a Driveling Huſband, and they will find no 
Difficalty in concurring with What Ea. 
Is - 916 811 10; e t Seer nile 
In ſhort, Madam, in all my reading I re- 
member but one Inſtance, where Beauty by 
the Tribute it paid, Interpretatively acknow- 
ledged a, Supetlority in our Sex: for its odd 
neſs, you will allow me to mention it; it is ſa. 
much to Our honour I cannot paſs it wer ane 
uon, uso 10 872 ben 8d tlyys: 
In. the F ifteenth, Century it happened, there 
liyedia man in France, ALAIN, CHARTIER by 
name; from whoſe Lips ſo many Beaux. mats; 
and fine Sentences had iſſued, that MARGARET 
YTVART, then wife tothe Dabrhllx, paſſing 
| ons day with heriattendants, through a chams 
ber,, where. the, good man lay aſlecp, taking 
1 
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it perhaps into her head that poſſibly his Lips 
might. as. ſweet as te words that came oat 

of them; gently ſtooped and gave him a! 
Kiſs. - 
3 9 bartimrgniitth ue Para loaT 
Wnether the good man at that time was in 
any 8 as might give Rim a ſenſe” 
of his- felieity, 4s the Kiſtory'is Ment” in this 
int, bi know) not. But this I knew, that 
Iicheen Alain and _ 3 ip the 
Douphineſs Though I h S the 
Sentences, -1 was going to ops 3 Author 
af the Book of Proverbs, I would have ac- 
cepted this honour: in Compenſation” and full 
Payment for the whole, as of möte value than 
the annual Prizes diſtributed by the Academy 
of |! Inſcriptions and Belles Lettres, or even 
thoſe more: * of oft at * r 


e 


Ps 


As upon this little / Actions, curious "od 
intelligent readers may poſſibly make ſome 
ſhrewd remark : it is fit, I be before hand 
with” them, with one ef my den: firſt in⸗ 
timating to the fair Ladies my this Town, the 
inſtruction ealily to be collected from it, 
vi. That merit is not confined to cer- 
40 ei habits,” coloJrs, or modes of Dreſs? 
« That i it may as often be found under a Band 
«or A Caflock, a8 ae a Sword Knot or 
a Feather.” e e 


1 20 9 


The — 1 muſt needs tell them is 
fairly drawn, and to ſeveral now in my eye 
C may 


— 
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may be of ſingular uſe, by making them here- 
* more Delicate and more diſcreet in the 
Diſtribution of their fav ours. 


i The Leirhod have diſtingu iſhed Kiſſes 
into three kinds: one devoting L. Duty, or the 
office of Friendſhip: another Sweetneſs, or or 
ae office of Love; Suey a third or 
| here therefore a —— is likely 
to, riſe. among Criticks, under Which f | theſe: 
predicaments the Kiſs given by this good 

Lady to Philoſopher 5 — to be claſſed:; 
and becauſe the Learned are divided about the 
proper Idea marked out by the two laſt; + after 
offering to their conſideration the reaſon of 
my.. own perplexity. 1 ſhall- only beg in 
defence of the Fair, that till it is decided the 
modeſty of the Dauphineſs may paſs unſuſ- 
pected: for whether ſhe, at a proper oppor- 
tunity, Tupprnng. Monſieur Chartier t to Have 
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* Oſcula, Suavia, Baſia, | 1 

I The commentator, upon Aoaleind :nſiſts that AS 
gives the Idea of Sweetneſs, o/culum pudicorum, and Suaviu 
that of oſculorum impudieerum. Apuleius ufes Baſium in this 
ſenſe.I grant, and iſis commentator to his adds the autho- 
rity of Catullus not inconſiderable. But Petronius, as good, 
or perhaps better authority than 575 conſtantly uſes Ba- 
Gum in the latter Setife : as any qne ſee, from many, 
paſſages in his Satyricon: It is:.cevtainly Her us NViudite Ne- 
dus. . And therefore to be hoped — Ba of/ the Golden 
Ales of the a ages who being initiated into the myſteries of 
the chaſte Goddeſs, often at the nocturnal aſſemblies of 
the bona Dea, and undergone ſuch metamorphoſes as Apu- 
Jeivs 4 will help * to ſolve it. 39 ol 


been 
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been a Cademus, or Hielard, might have been 
drawn ſo far into the platonic Scheme, as to 
have played the Elia or Faneſſa, without 
judging from the character of her Kinſwoman 

Mary of Scots, preſumptively, that certain qua- 
lities run in the Blood, I ſee no medium of 


proof that can lead to demonſtration. ' 
: * 10 de 


Be this as it will; what I have juſt now 
mentioned hints to me, a reaſon for expreſ- 
ſing a latent Serious Wiſh, that whenever 
Your Ladyſhip enters into the holy ſtate of 
Wedlock, ſome worthy Nobleman of our own 
country may be the happy man. 1 | 


That we may have among us ſome of that 
Breed which ſtands fo glorious in the Liſts of 
-Fame, foremoſt in the Catalogue of Britiſh 
x Worthies: by whoſe Blood Tyranny was 
Jo ſubdued and Liberty eftabliſhed upon ever- 
laſting Foundations. | 


How happy will be the man! how honour- 
ed will be the nation! equally honoured, 
but not ſo happy I! might I be admitted the 
Prieſt of Hymen to light the torch and tie the 

: Sacred Knot. If, as probably, I am the firſt 

4 Suitor, 1 hope my Pretenſions will.be conſi- 
dered, and that many of my fair Readers, 
whoſe rights I have here pleaded, will on the 
occaſion befriend! me with a kind word. To 
Incourage your Ladyſhip, I can with Truth 
aſſure you, that in no part of his Ma—ty's 

é C 2 | Domi- 
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Dominions True, primitive Davidefſin . is in 
higher repute or marg, Fe than in this 
Ifand.: Which, for. aught I know, may have 
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This prapog. "old. . will he. never. — 
done? Not yet; for to you, Madam, and 
of your I; could prota. for ever. Garrulity is 
indeed the vice of old age: the higheſt hono- 
rary Tribute that youth pays 10 it, is patient 
attention: we grow fond of prating when 
we are good for nothing elſe. It is generally 
the laſt faculty that 63s | Us, a Symptom of 
Life, when hardly any other remains: So that 


it is good natured to let us live as, long: as we 


appear to live; ſince barred of this we would 
not think we lived, and thus intellectual Life 
would go out with the animal, Which ſeein 5 
it doth not, is a kind of e pro 

t 


that one wn & be, when the other will not 
be. 


Beſides, Madam, it is, +, though I: am 3 to 
remind you of it, a vice I have obſerved 
common to both, lexes; old women can prate 
as well as old men, — the ſame allowance 
on your part, if ever you come to it, will 
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In many parts arts of Ireland, his term is Expeeſive of 
the Wg ang Subjection of Huſbanſlee,, ay 
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ber demindell: And alas Voung, gay; and 
bloating us you are, to cis“ von will cotie 
at. laſt: Lovely as that form is, it Wilk wrin- 
Me and whither, 'thar Vermilion will be turned 
imo paleneſs, thoſe Btilfiaht Eyes gtow dim 
and; faint t In che gazing! croùd, that now 
ſurrounds you, not withſtanding the blaze you 
make; tlie luſtre with which you enamel and 
gild the ſpot you ſtand upon: Though you 
reanimate, give Life, ſenfation, appetite, a 
kind of Reſuveneſcence, a Deſire at leaſt, a 
Withito: live and be young again, to evt 
thing you touch or look upon, the meane 
of your admirers, eren I, wizened Inf 
worn out by labour, age, nay worſe by diſ- 
appbintments, in the courſe of à few' ſuns 
and moons, will be as mueh reſpected, heed- 
ed, liſtened to. Pity indeed it is! but it 
muſt be ſo: What are you then to do? Why 
briefly this, Look as well into yourſelf as at 
yourſelf, and thence learn how to preſerve 
and to improve the Authority which Beauty 
gives, to make it ror er and as I main 
tain it may, mnterminable..” 


"After all, Madam, though the Doctrine 1 
Nea here inculcated, is both ſo certain and 
ſo ſalutary, nothing in nature, Experience or 
Hiſtory to be ſaid againſt it, we ate hardly 
I doubt to hope, that it will paſs without Ex- 
ception, or that no offence will be taken: 
Though it is as old as the creation, it will be 
called innovating, and I am moreover ſen- 


ſible, 


xi DED OA ION: 
ſible, that in ſome things I Have touched the 
tender part with leſs gentleneſs, than ſuch 
ſores are wont to be handled: if complaint 
is made, I 'know from what Quarter 1 it wilt 
come; and - what I have to offer in apology 
for m viel. is this, that an extirpative, not & 
Palliative cure was intended, that the circum- 
ſtances of the caſe r equired it, and that in 
the way I have — and in none other, 
that Harmony and concord, ſo. neceſſary to 
ſeaſon and give reliſh to all the other Enjoy- 
ments of Life can ever be ſecured : that 'how-/ 
ever invidiouſly the thing may be repreſented; F 
or taken, the 1 Cuſtoms againſt which 
I have declared, are confeſſedly uſurpations, 2 
and being now every where found: untenable, 3 
to adviſe a quiet and peaceable Surrender of 
them, was both prudent and friendly, ſince 
to do that of choice, which of * muſt 
be done at laſt, will always be raiden. ord 


The premiſes therefore duly. lb 1 
am now to preſume that even that awful and 
tremendous word A CURTAIN LECTURE, will 
want little if any apology. Whether I was 
raſh in eſtimating and meaſuring other mens 

owers, manners and tempers by my own, 

know not; there is a ſurpriſing Vanity 1 
own in the human ſpecies, only thoſe can 
receive this Saying to whom it is given : but 
ſtill ſuch in general is the condition of man's 
frail and impotent Nature, that it will Ever 
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ber: neceſſary,” as long as theſe fired Societies 
and combinations laſt, it will have its uſe af 
maintain its credit. 5 e 


As to myſelf, all I have to l or 
fear is that Curſed Spirit, which condemned 
Douglaſs and cenſured the author: from a 
Late Experime 1 have reaſon. to know that 
Me off Le l is working in He the 
ſame prous Breed here: as our Eccleſi- 
aſtical Conſtituti 


are ſome af them very 
ambiguouſly wor - = and often leſs cxplicit 


than might be wiſhed in Determining, what 
is, 4 is not Heraſy: Some Inquiſitor of the 
office, warm in the Search and ſa 

cl in Detecting it, might poſſibly x. 
RO both me and my Sermon, and ſo effectu- 

an End to my prating at any time 
e unleſs I am allowed to take ſhelter 
under your Ladyſhip's Wings; there indeed I 
ſhall be fate, there I will laughat their reſent- 
ment, and Defy their malice. 


And as a fair face is always the Index of a 
ſweet mind, and Beauty and good temper, 
in all the Inſtances. I have ever obſerved, 
go inſeparably together; Yours muſt be 
of the Softeſt and Sweeteſt kind, Whence 
I draw this comforting aſſurance, that what- 
ever Sentence I may incur from others, You 


will 
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Marriage | is ; honnurgll in all, ug, the Bed indefiled « 


But  whoremongers and adulterers Ged will Judge. TR 
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< 7 5 Encouragement to enter into the ma- 


opportunities of getting wealth, than to the common 
Iaſtincts of nature, and thence to defer. it longer, 
than is equal, or even prudent; in General-it muſt 
be admitted that many are too haſty and forward to 
engage in it: which may be one good reaſon why 
many of them, before they are long in it, wiſh and 
would be glad to get out of it: when they find, 
as they often do, that inſtead of a rational choice, 
: D upon 
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words from the - apprehenſion. that 


= trimonial State; for although Volup- 
tuouſneſs and Luxury, (undoubredly the ung Vices 
of the age) have made many more attentive to the 
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Spirit of Declaiming, from a wrong State of the 
obligations of Nature, or from a miſtaken inter- 
pretation of the rules and precepts of Religion, 
Theſe undoubtedly lay the foundation of all private 
happineſs, and under proper training are the Springs 
of Every Social Comfort. And even the Diſap- 
pointments generally obſerved” and complained of, 
ariſe oftner from the croſſing of theſe affections, by 
the interfering of other ends and motives, than even 
from the inadvertent precipitance, which TR 
eee arm FRY 4 
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pear have | in view, PET of them 

improper: from this place, nor undeſerving your. 
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(2) To few in what way both the N and 
che beppinen of it n be beſt ſecured. 
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' Tus firſk o reform, I happily we may, thoſe 
| who abuſe it to purpoſes Alien to to its intendment, 

or who/ treat it with deriſion and ridicule: The 
ſecond to inſtruct ſuch as have already launched 
into this ocean of bliſs. gr miſery, and axe obliged 
to take their fate in that bottom, in which they 
have imbarqued, how to improve the Advantages 
they already poſſeſs, or to make their Yoke lighter 


and, Wa: if it "ERA to 9 Y lie * 11 | 
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Tur fieſt FLOOR wy the 4 marriage is bo- 
neurable in all, may be taken in a twofold ſenſe, 
either as implying a matter of fact, that in all ages, 
as well as at the time the Apoſtle wrote, and in all 
countries of the world, as well as in N marriage 
had ever been held in honour, and reſpected; or 
as implying that upon many accounts, and for many 
wiſe and good reaſons, it both was and ought to be 
ſo: And if it were neceſſary to go into the proof 
of either, one would be eaſily made out, by a re- 
view of the various laws and inſtitutions to inforce 
it in all the oldeſt and beſt policied ſtates of the 
world, and che other with equal certainty and eaſe 
by many clear and convincing arguments: But as 
both will unavoidably mix in the Subject, and offer 
to our thoughts, as we go along, in the way I 
have already planned, I ſhall content myſelf at 
preſent with having firſt mentioned them here; and 
proceed to What I i imagine is more naa and 
neceſſary. 
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Wal 1am = Neigel to do Hier! k ts altert 
the Hondur and Dignity of the married ſtate * And 
to this 1 atm invited,” or rather challenged by tuo 
forts of men: Monts au Liberrines: One of which 


would cancel the obligations to it by the pretence 
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charge: but! it is true for all that, as I — 7 
prove againſt them: And if they plead that their 
meaning is not criminal, I can eaſily prove alſo, that 
their meaning is as bad, as their practice. | 

Tux pretence I have told you, is to raiſe piety, 
by giving more time and leiſure for Devotion: 
a pretence that rarely indeed fails to catch and 
ſeduce the unwary; but let it be examined, and 
it will be found, that plauſible as it is to weak 
minds, it hath no reaſon to ſupport it; becauſe it 
never can he pious either in deſign or effect, to 
cancel any moral obligation, or to make void any 
command of God. Wherever the Divine Law or 
Duty leads, true Piety will always invite and draw 
men to follow: And if the voice of Heaven, or 
even the whiſpers of ſound and uncorrupted reaſon 
point out the end, and direct the purſuit, to ſet 
up any will- worſnip of our on in oppoſition, is 
impious; too preſumptuous for a creature, the work 
of his hand. The pretence of Serving him with 


9 Strictneſs, n more fervency, or even 


purity, 


ti) 

purity, will not excuſe : Becauſe"the author of out 
has undoubtedly Kew Beſt: What was fit and 
| good for us, What we Could bear, and how to di- 
rect us! Gr had the Law of God been lent in 
tlie matter; Experience, Which generally diſcovers 
with ſufficient clearneſs and certainty the Will of 
| Providence, hath every where evinced, that where- 
ever they have had Authority to bring their rules 
into practice, they have eventually ſerved very 
contrary purpoſes, and ſo baffled the pretente: for 
inſtead of ftrengrhning the Tits of Chattty and 
preſerving the Innocence of either Sex, they have 
in fact promoted Lewdneſs, and been the Inſtru- 
ments of very ſcandglous corfaption, a 


unt it 0014 2 chat in 8 forum 
of Piety are of more value than real chaſtity : pro- 
bably indeed they are, and there is this to confirm 
the Suſpicion, that the more corrupt, and vicious 
human Nature is, the more thoſe foundations do, 
and muſt flouriſh, . 
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Bor in hat reſpect I pray is marriage a hin- 
drance to Piety? Why, by immerging us too'deeply 
in the cares of the world, it gives too little time, 
and leſs inclination to the duties of Retirement, 
Prayer and penance for Sin: And here our Saviour's 
words ſhall be wreſted to ſpeak” in their behalf: 
Martha, Martha! Thou art troiebled about many things, 
But one thing is needful. © But let us obſerve, may 
not A te go along with every other Duty, and be 
performed 


(30 
edel in rh, Seay Are, the commands o 
God cpntradictory, on inconſiſtent ? Is: there not à 
Time and a Seaſon. tor, Euery purpoſe? A Time 10 
rc, and a Ting ty wert Dio Stat, L venture tg 
lay, is without ſuch; imtermiſſions, as to allow time 
enough for this: And if, Martha had not — 
ſollicitous for the food, that periſhath, Martha bad 
not been reprehended; It is only, when the concerns 
N body interfere, that either is to be ſer 
alide,. which they never do, when bath are duly 
proportioned. | And, as for penances : theſe forma: 
lities, hp which hem ene 5.9 iy purged f. 


Duties of our ah have. been firſt violated or neg⸗ 
lected: Then, and then only by a diſcreet — 


cation they may be of ſervice : but as long as the 
mind! is pure, and the body chaſte, neither have 
apy need to be mertified;, the command to.mortify 

is not in force, . e e 
hoon ae 0 


7 * * a ” i 

* * " 

w 4.4 44 4 1 
— 


All the great and numerous foundations therefore 
erected by the governors of Popiſh churches, where 
the initiated are all tied:by vows of celibacy, and! all 
poſſihle deluſory arts; uſed ta court and perſuade as 
many as they can to come in: I freely pronounce ta 
beopenandabſoluteviolationgof God's Laws. Of this 
primary Law or ordinance of Heaven, given to Man 
whilft he was in a State of Innocence. and wiſely 
intended as the only beſt Expedient to keep him for 
ever innocent. And the pretence of improving by 
verſe, peoples Piety, of raiſing them to higher, more 


rapturous 


c 1 
| tapturous and refined degrees of i it, idle wicked and 
#bfurd : It t do what St Paul even ſtarted to 
mention; irconrdging and vonantting Sin, that Grace 
i Abound. Aud deithöß the: Inſtutors nor En“ 
courapers' df. thiſe Societies will bt able to vitdicate 
chem dy atiy good ſteaſdn, till they axe able to prove, 
contrary v0 che fene of the Apoſtle, that Where the 
Lontrivante is Hnful! and Sia will Probably abbünd 
in che Etect, Cute ae e eee 
nn d ans 67 noe PRC 27 —— tl oꝛ0l 0 
er 7 cri Tl bog maidMioontHifh 10 Slide [83 g 
142] i ch paib>53390 0t Niggi 
A in the grols, all choſe 
who have taken to theſe ſolitary retirements: many, 
I charitable, preſume, have. been, kd into them by 
ſincere though.miſtaken, principles; and many poſ- 
fibly have lived in them without deviating from thar 
intent: Thi be; but ſtill it muſt be allowed, 
that theſe ſame; perſons might have employed their 
time and talents more uſefully, in the world, by 
mixing and converſing with their fellow creatures, 
mutually participating and conveying the common 
bleſſings of Nature and Proyidence: This un- 
doubtedly was the will of heir Creator; theſt the 
purpoſes to Which he appointed, and fot which he 
made them. S0 that we are to conſider them 
under a ſtill ſtronger and higher aggravation, both 
as creſpaſſcd upon the common rights of Nature, 
and as oppreſſive Lokes, which it is not able to 
beat. To which few have ever ſubmitted by 
choice, and [fewer ſtill without a ſorrowful repen- 
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died. as a great corruption, that vas to happen 
in the Chriſtian church) Heicalls the Doctrine M Da- 
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vils.;;.and if the Noltrine;be-Deviliſh,) the Device 
— eis more ſom Worſe in efftet, as had Al moſt 
as that iphaman cuſtom of /acrificing Children 
to, Molch for. ſolat id, that bytthe, authority of 
Parents concurring th forward cheRevice;. thouſands 


before they are at Diſcretion to chuſe, before they 


are capable of diſtinguiſhing good from evil, with 
an Inhumanity far exceedi \ of JerHTHA, the 
devoteEvittims of the 8 de 'of parents 
and*Kinſmen, "a by early uh a ai wo 

thar Unhappy mal fe t hot for tat Ou but i a 
theft WINK: lives 16 bewa il rheir Vits; 191 n 199M 
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longer upon the Subject, becauſe mock of, thoſe WhO 


heur · me are, 1 believe in this Inſtafice, Proteſtants 
by ebmplexion, more diſpoſed to the freedoms of 
Society, than to the auſterities of 4 Qoiſter: + 7 
ſhall therefore only farthel obſerve, that hoe vet 
will be at the pains te examine the nature and 
tendency of tlieſe foundations, the maxims upon 


which they are conducted, and the rules by Which! 


they are governed, will  eafily perceive, chat they 
have all one common End, and only fare Mark 
at which they aim, vi. the profit of the under- 
takers and managers; the founding and enlarging 
of a temporal power, by the abuſe and corruption 
of a ſpiritual one; and are all of them fo many? 
villainous plots againſt the common privileges of 

| Nature 


(6330 
Nature; Snares to Virtue, wherein thouſands have 


been intrapped and undone; who, had they never 
| come there, might have ag: both K and 
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: ( 2) Tura are amd in all angles * In at 
profeſſions, viz. LIEERTI NES, who, under the pre- 
tence of Liberty, ſer themſelves to diſcourage this 
State, and by banter and ridicule to bring it into 
contempt ; who yet have this only to plead againſt. 
it, that it is ſome curb td their vices; and whilſt 
it is held in honour, ſtops the iſſues of Sin, by re- 
ſtraining concupiſcenee, more une than any 
ching! in che ann beſide. . 
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Tux humour of ridiculing this rite was intro- 
duced, and became faſhionable, under the Example 
of a diſſolute Prince; which encouraged ſuch li- 
centiouſneſs in the Stage, as ſoon corrupted the 
general taſte, to the degree, that hardly any thing | 
entertained, or was received there with applauſe, 
that was not ſalted with ſome obſcene railery. In | 
conſequence of which, not only the thing, but | | 
even the perſons who made it their choice, were 
laughed at. They were objects of pity, the butts 
of mand hae: deln had forced into it. | | 


Wy HD MOUR lo inconſiſtent with common ſenſe, and 
every ſocial dear regard, could not hold long.. The 


Pulpit whickt 1 in that univerſal degeneracy of men 
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and manners was not ſilent, got in this inſtance the 
better of the Stage, and at leaſt happily reformed it. 
To the honour of the preſent age, the few patrons it 
hath, are as deſpicable as they are diſſolute: but it 
may be obſerved, that the pains taken to cor- 
rect it, had poſſibly met with, quicker. ſucceſs,” had 
not the fair ſex, by a led and wanton behaviour, 
contributed to keep it up: without encouragement 
from them it never could have run to the extrava - 
gance it did; for how little ſoever ſome of them 
may ſuſpect, or believe it, bey are the only ſure 
_—_— of men's virtue, and haye more ROWE. 
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ever wb the ſame aN turn, "though they 
may be the principal ſufferers, they mult bear the 
blame of it, and the infamy to; for this reaſon, that 
it is always in their power to ſupport the honour 
and dignity due to the married ſtate; from the influ- 
ence, which few of them want to be told, they have 
over the affections and inclinations of en 


IwIII offer no apology therefore for telling ide, 
that if cheir diſcretion was equal to their charms; it 
they were at equal pains to embelliſh their minds as 
they are to adorn their bodies, they might go near 
to reverſe the cuſtoms of the world and the maxims 
of nature; might ſway the ſcepters of kingdoms, 
and be the law- -givers and governors both of ſtates 
and families, without either wearing of arms or 


changing apparel, 
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Ix is plain, and it is happy moſtly for the family 
where it falls out, that here that apple of Gold, in 
à pilture of Silver, beauty and virtue meet, they bear 
an irreſiſtible ſway over the hearts of men : and 
where the heart is inſlaved, the will is too faſt chained 
to be free; for the ſame link will always draw both: 
How many impetuous and daring ſpirits, who have 
awed even their ſovereigns, and made whole ſenates 
tremble, have been ſeen ſervilely crouching to draw 
the ſmiles of a wife; and the conquerors. of the 
world, for theſe and other little endearments, fain to 
lay all their trophies and laurels at their feet, ſatiſ- 


"fied as with a full reward, as if this had: been the 
end and aim of their toil. 


I concLupe therefore, that if modeſty, good 
ſenſe, and the general practice of virtue, met with 
proper diſtinction in female regard, men would cer- 
tainly take more pains than they uſually do to eulti- 
vate thoſe Graces; for where we court we wiſh to 
be approved, and naturally purſue ſuch courſes as 
we judge will beſt recommend us: but whilſt wo- 
men are ſo inſenſible and blind to their own intereſt 
and happineis, as to encourage thoſe moſt who uſe 
this holy inſtitute to baſe and diſhonourable purpoſes; 

whilſt they prefer empty and profligate rakes to vir- 
tuous and honourable lovers, they may thank them- 
ſelves for a great ſhare of that miſery to which they 
are tied, and we ſhall in vain, hope to ſee the evil of 
this caſe ever corrected. 


E 2 5 By 


— 
* 

4 # 

'E 


* 
5 
W + 
1 

3 

1 


= 
- 


(369 


Bx this as it may, the advantages of this ſolemn 


inſtitution to the general ſtate of the world, and all 
the particular ſocieties of it, are enough to keep up 


its credit with the virtuous and reaſonable of both 
ſexes, and upon fair account to over - balance any 
thing which the n and e have to WWF 
nn it. % mins Hoo 


To impreſs this ſtrongly and clearly upon your 


thoughts, I aſſume (1) that the ſtrength, grandeur 
and ſecurity of every ſtate depends principally upon 


the numbers, good diſcipline, and proper training of 


the people; and (2) that people are more quickly 


multiplied in lawful wedlock than in any other 
obs h | 


Wurrnxx antient or modern nations were. moſt 
populous, * (though it is a queſtion of uſe) I ſhall 
not now examine; I only obſerve, that if the Divine 
Law had been every where obſerved, according to its 
ſtrict intendment, the odds long ſince muſt have been 
greatly on the ſide of the moderns; ſince writers in 
favour of the antients aſſign and inſiſt always upon 
the depopulations and waſte by the monaſtic orders 
and nunneries, as one of the greateſt cauſes of decay 
among moderns. 


— 


F Spirit of Laws. Hume's Eff, on the Pop. of Ant. 
Nat. and Wallace on the Numbers of Mankind. 
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. - So whether in thoſe Countries where plurality of 
wives is indulged, the increaſe be as great, as among 
us where only one is lawful, I have never ſeen a ſuf- 
ficient number of facts well atteſted, to reaſon upon, 
and to determine with certainty: the: moſt accurate 
modern accounts, (if we may truſt to them, would 
lead us to believe that it is) though in one thing 
they plainly contradict Experience, all the great 
tranſmigrations; and thoſe numerous ſwarms, that 
have gone out from one quarter, and over · run and 
ſettled in others, having conſtantly iſſued from thoſe 
parts where this Divine Inſtitute is ſtrictly obſerved, 


and Polygamy forbid. _ 


LivzaTings may perhaps tell us of another way, 
(a way not fit to be mentioned here) by which the 
inconveniences attending Polygamy mightbe avoid- 
ed; a ſcheme too wild and frantic todeſerve conſide- 
ration, and which by looſening and cancelling the 
ties of all order, law and decency, would quickly 


* 
16 
- 


* This may help to decide the diſpute between Sir W. 
Temple and Mr. Hume: The firſt aſſerted a fact, viz. 
that the tranſmigrations have ever been from weſt to eaſt; 
without giving or going into the reaſon of it: The other, 
that they had always been from poverty to plenty: and 
that is natural and reaſonable; but does not account, 
why the Swarms ſhould be always greateſt, in the barren 
or leſs fertile Parts. Arguments that favour religion, got 
no attention from Mr. Hume: The wonder is, it did not 
ocgur to Sir W. T. Who was no Libertine, nor very Scep- 
tical. 


introduce 


(6360 


Bx this as it may, the advantages of this ſolemn 


inſtitution to the general ſtate of the world; and all 


the particular ſocieties of it, are enough to keep up 
its credit with the virtuous and reaſonable of both 
ſexes, and upon fair account to over-balance any 
thing which the EY and 1 have to WF 
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To impreſs this ſtrongly and clearly upon. your 


thoughts, I aſſume (1) that the ſtrength, grandeur 


and ſecurity of every ſtate depends principally upon 
the numbers, good diſcipline, and proper training of 


the people; and (2) that people are more quickly 


multiplied in lawful wedlock than in any other 
Way. 


Wurrnxx antient or modern nations were moſt 
populous, * (though it is a queſtion of uſe) I ſhall 
not now examine; I only obſerve, that if the Divine 
Law had been every where obſerved, according to its 
ſtrict intendment, the odds long ſince muſt have been 


greatly on the ſide of the moderns; ſince writers in 


favour of the antients aſſign and inſiſt always upon 
the depopulations and waſte by the monaſtic orders 
and nunneries, as one of the greateſt cauſes of decay 
among moderns. 
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So whether in thoſe Countries where plurality of 
wives is indulged, the increaſe be as great, as among 
us where only one is lawful,” I have never ſeen a ſuf- 


ficient number of facts well atteſted, to reaſon upon, 


and to determine with certainty: the moſt accurate 
modern accounts, (if we may truſt to them, would 


lead us to believe that it is) though in one thing 
they plainly contradict Experience, all the great 
tranſmigrations; and thoſe numerous ſwarms, that 
have gone out from one quarter, and over · run and 
ſettled in others, having conſtantly iſſued from thoſe 
parts where this Divine Inſtitute is ſtrictly obſerved, 


and Polygamy forbid.” 


LivzaTinEs may perhaps tell us of another way, 
(a way not fit to be mentioned here) by which the 
inconveniences attending Polygamy mightbe avoid- 
ed; a ſcheme too wild and frantic todeſerve conſide- 
ration, and which by looſening and cancelling the 
ties of all order, law and decency, would quickly 
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This may help to decide the diſpute between Sir W. 
Temple and Mr. Hume: The firſt aſſerted a fact, viz. 


that the tranſmigrations have ever been from weſt to eaſt; 


without giving or going into the reaſon of it: The other, 
that they had always been from poverty to plenty: and 


that is natural and reaſonable; but does not account, 


why the Swarms ſhould be always greateſt, in the barren 
or leſs fertile Parts. Arguments that favour religion, got 
no attention from Mr. Hume: The wonder is, it did not 
occur to Sir W. T. Who was no Labertine, nor very Scep- 
tical. 
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introduce ſuch confuſion: as would: be unſufferable; 
and throw the world back into that State which pro- 
ceeded and brought on its deſolation: in puniſhment 


for its wickedneſs, its almoſt entire deſtruction: for 
ſo the ſacred writings repreſent it to us, and this as 
one of the principal cauſes which brought it on; 
when men, following none other Law than the Im- 
-pulſe of Brutal Appetite, Took-them wives, of. all 
-which 4 hey choſe , promiſcuauſly,. without Diſcre- 
tion or Decency, without regard to age or affi- 
nity. . DAT latte — e FJ 


= this account it then a would have every Liber. 
tine conſider it well) even Fornication, is a vio- 
lation of the natural Law, a Sin againſt reaſon, as 
well as againſt religion, a Sin of ſo deep a Dye, that 
as the means of reſtitution, which is the Eſſence 
of Repentance, are rarely, never indeed, afterwards 


in their power; I ſee nothing that can waſh it out: 


loſt innocence can never be reſtored, no amends can 


be made . — 


Axy as for S hucgeye it is ſo horrid; ſo inſuferable, 
ſo crying, that no plea can be found, nor any pu- 
niſhment too ſevere for it. It is a ſcandal to all 
Chriſtian Legiſlators, that the penalty of the J in 
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Law 


Wuar hath been ſaĩid, I hope, will put all ach 
as hear me, and are in any Degree concerned, upon 
conſidering that dreadful Sentence in the text, Far- 
nicators and adulterers God will judge: nor let them 
flatter themſelves, that Simple Judgment is all that 


is here intended ; for the true and juſt eonſtruc- 


tion of the word is, God toll puniſh.,.* The 
penalty under the Jewiſh Law was temporal Death, 
and many inſtances how rigorouſly it was executed, 

are ſtill upon record: that of the people of So- 
dom, as well as thoſe which preceded and brought 
on the flood, 'is x terrifying; Example: and under 
the Chriftiati Law, the puniſtitnent denounced is 
Eternal Death, Death without merey, and without 
appeal. But becauſe it is diſtant, deferred, and 


not ſpeedily executed, the hearts of men are there- 


fore ſet in them to do Evil: But for all that it will 
come, come when they leaſt expect it; at the inſtant 
perhaps, when they are putting the Evil Day 5 
from them, and have it leaſt in their thoughts; 

a Thief in the night, break in upon the beds of 
vncleanneſs, in the moment they are indulging 
their luſts: and who then may, abide its coming? 
wins will they ſhelter or 8 * irg from 
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PROC, HE WOE 1" ORE tat neuer 
dies, and from the fre that is not to be quenched #i..., * 


But ſtill in bar to what we have offered. anobjec- 
tion lies in the way: It hath bean laid; and what is 
ſtrange; by one t who Hola prodigy of underſtand- 
ine do Leave: . Thar wives and-childreggre. 
©; hindrances to great atchievements and enterpriſes 
either of virtue or miſchief; and that the beſt; 
< works, and of greęateſt merit to the public, have 


<< Nee, performed by unmarried or chilgleß en., 
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WE * to conſider therefore how far this i 1s s true, 
and whether there is any thing 1 in the allegation, ex- 
cept the authority of the man, who ſaid it, to give, 
et ge, Weights , n , 
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As eig egterpelde of miſchief, 1 ;nirely ier with! 
him; and-conſent-toigive it all the authority you 
will; for I own: chat I never ſee a ſingle man, Who 
batly paſſed the current age of Celibacy, where no 
particular Security ariſes from his profeſſion, -or 
character; but I think I ſee an anſafe Subject, and 
a very dangerous Inſtrument for any miſchief, that 
his own parts may inſpire, or other mens may prompt 
him to: And as to atchievments of Virtue, a 
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Id. Bacon's Eſſay, 
Diſtinction 


64 ) 

DidjinRion 1:inhit ohr 10, be made, Fey is 
common acceptation there is a variety of things 
which paſs under that name, and generally ap- 
plauded, which in fair account do not deſerve it. 

A ſingle man, us hie hath foxer ufes far inoney thin a 
married man,, may bel likelier ati his demiſe to leave: 
A fund for building an alms-houſe; achurch, Wc 
fromm the view perhaps of:commutingifor:thbfe: very 
treſpaſſes which his eetibacy-had:ruthify into; or 
to leave a name at his denth wich the: had! not 
ſenſe or virtue enough to raiſe in life. Of ſuch 
piety we have, it is true, many fair monuments in 
the; world; but then if we conſider, chat it is 
by the-viges moſtly. of- ſuch perſons that ſome of 
theſe foundations are. at all neceſſary. the merit of 
the atchievement is much leſſened, if not entirely 
eee wack he het 1 * — oh is 
weight. 
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ion Set 3801 bois! f 
Bo not to jnfift FRO this; all Me 1 1 think, 
withellbth againſt che alertion : it is there unde. 
abe plain” that miſt of the great Heroes of the 
world Eaw-givers,” Soldiers, Philoſophers, have 
been all married mem j 4 regard to pofterity hath 
carried arms, arts and literature, farther than 
any other motive ever did or could. Who is 
ſo. likely to be influenced by this regard, as they 
who are to leave behind them the darlings and 
ek of their” affection, in whom they. hope to 
5 their names continued, and all the K of 
their 
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z Ow the other haud :-how'irate>is at to ſoe an un · 
married! perſon who: carries: his vie ws. farther than 
the ſhort term of this v tranſitory being, nand 
oonſi ned ta the: gratification f his owns humour 
and : ſenſes i; Self is their only concert Eaſe md 
Leanne their only purſuits,. 1 2: min £ nl of 
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Ax if the utility of it, with regard to che pubs 
lie, be ſo great, its advantages in Private': lite 
are rather mor obvious: by this ſweer rand f 
mate union; how ware the hearts of men chearect 


and comforted? very evil of life ullev ind and 


leſſened; every joy of it raiſed and improved: 


where the diſpoſitions tally and are mutually ſweet, 
it is ſo bliſsful, ſo truly paradiſaical, that he who is 


in it would hardly deſire to change it for another: 


it hath. this, the greateſt and only inconyenience, 
that it ties ur affections tog faſt to the; world, 
ſo faſt, that we are with difficulty weaned; of chat 
_ — hardly, torn hut by Nielengt, er 
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italy chis partnerſhip, andy A inf, condi- 
151 or fortune yields much. Cantenr +, four nd. 
peeviſh. ihquietude, which. in dhe long run turns 
ever into melancholy, grows | upon the beſt tem- 
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pers. in a ſolitary and fingle: atme, dlüch - the 
ſweetneſs and chearfulneſs 'pecutiar to the ſex 
either baniſhes or prevents. Between man and 
man, the cloſeſt and deareſt/ friendſhip rarely con- 
tinues long; becauſe they never can bring their 
obligations and intereſts to be the ſame. Here 
the ties of both lead cone: way; and as the knot 
is indiſſoluble, ſo, for that reaſon; may the friend - 
ſhip. Upon the whole Iccannot help thinking, 
that even the great man quoted decided againſt 
Himſelf, when he ſaid, „That a man at no 
„gage can 2 marry. For 
Wives- are young mens miſtreſſes, the companions of 
middle age, and old mens nur ſes. There are in- 
deed numerous circumſtances in this State to 
make it Eligible, and very few to make any wiſe 
man decline it. 


Tus it is one mighty recommendation, that 
where it finds men Virtuous, it generally keeps 
them ſo; and where it finds them Immoral or 
Vicious, it as often revlairis them. | 


A uosr Reverend Prelate, * arguing againſt the 
Papiſts, obſerves with more wit and humour, than 
Lin * e bd mane) is not a Sa- 
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quarrel witk the redſon; and maintain that expe- 
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OOO ben it neither, he faith confars. Grace 
where it was not, nor 2ovfirme it where it W 1 
am 2 much in apinien as he, that in the ſenſe 


Proteſtants explain the word and nature of 2 
Chriſtian Sacrament. marriage is not one I only 


riente is againſt his opinion ʒ and that without a 


quibble upen the wand Grace it cannot be ſup · 


orted z where the anton: and profligate are re 
claimed, there I maintain Grace is cenſerred ; and 
where men ars tied down, to virtue till it grows 
into habit, and ſin prevented by bars Which it 


cannot get aver, there I alſo maintain Grace is 


confirmed ; and that bath are the common effects 
of marriage we are all daily e we avs 
frequent examples before. — 


Mx may not brook to be told this; but as I 


an here luckily aut of the reach of contradictions 


I will. al them, that for the little virtue many of 
them have, they are indebted ſolely to the advice 


and example of their wives, agreeably inſinuated 
at ſeaſons when none other can reach them, and 
operating in à variety of ways that ng words can 
deſcribe : nor any judgment but theirs,» who are 

eyer with them, and about them, could dictate; as 


may be ſeen from the many inſtances of ſuch as 


turn idle contemptible ſots, to che ruin of their 
affairs and niere who, uſed to d be tolerably ſo- 
nn | ber 
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oy OR: are - Joubtlels many unhappy. marriages 
ja khs world ; {till the fault is not in the inſti- 
tution z- and if a' man hath chanced ill, it is vdds 
he either had not diſcernment to chuſe well, or 
prudence to manage well afterwards; or brought 
with him unreaſonable computations, and falſely 
reckoned that ſhe, who was deſigned by natute, 
and appointed by God for his companion and 
equal, ſhould be the ſlave of his humour, or for 
a, reaſon beautifully intimated by Solomon, which 
1 muſt leave to your on underſtandings to ex- 
plain: Haſt thou found Honey, eat ſo: much as 5s 
ſufficient for thee, left thou be filled rau, and 


vomit it. 


Let me now add ſome hints to explain in What 
way the honour of this eſtate may be beſt kept UPs 
and the rg of it ſecured. | 


s are certain and 
follow, whether the parties will or no; but to 
the parties ingaging, not ſo: to them #' ir a 
fountain that ſendeth forth both ſibeet and bitter waters. 
To thoſe who mind their duty and obligations ſweet 
enn, to thoſs who * them bitter ones, © 
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Fon this reaſon in a State ſo well ſtocked, thit 
a few idlers would not hurt it, I would recommend 
to ſuch as are very ſelfiſh and very humourſome, 
nat to marry, at leaſt "till* they had corretted and 
ſweetened their tempet. Becauſe in this State they 
muſt yield to many reſtraints, and ſometimes recede 
#rort their humours; or they cannot be happy: and 
it is no objection, that people who are ſo very ſel- 
fiſh, khat, as the great Author already cited obſerves, 
their very garters and buckles are bonds and ſhackles to 
them, are miſerable in it. Such can be happy 
in no ſtate; they are as unfit for ſociety as for 
marriage; and convents and cloiſters, if only ſuch 
were to be put into them, would deſerve Incou- 
ragement, as 8 AS Bo. cond for oa or Lu- 
natics. 888 n | N « 


- WrarT is it in ſuch caſe that men generally 
call being happy? If it be joy, as 1 doubt it is, 
chat flows in with a full conſtant and equal Tide, 
without interruption and without allay, they miſ- 
reckon; there is no ſuch thing: human nature, 
man's ſtate on earth, doth not admit of this: to reap 
the comforts of any, condition, there are ſeaſons ànd 
occaſions Where every one muſt deny themſelves, 
and thwart a preſent appetite, or inclination: every 
relation too (hath its peculiar duties and laws; 
and there is no reaſon Why that ſhould be com 
plained of as intolerable in this, which is the 
indiſpenſable law of every other: Let Love there- 


fore tie the knot; let hearts be joined as well as 
* 1 5 hands, 


49 


Kids, and all che little incidents wich are tlie“ 


common oceaſiofis of ſtrife and vexation, will rartiy 


happen, or if they de, find am eaſy remedy: where: 
there is mutual Love, there will be mutual Deſite 


te pleaſe, and Deſire will- botli beget and quicken! 
Endeavour: it will either prevent or extinguiſſi 


every quſpicious jealouſy, diſpoſe the party in the 


wrong tb make ſuitable ackno w ledgments, and the 


ather grateful requitals. When uſunder, it will in- 


flame them with a deſire to:ſhotterr abſence; when 
together, it will be u ſpring of laſting Satisfaction ʒ 
they will part with tegret, and they will meet with 
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+ Bur: ill Love muſf have Efteem'for its forin- 
dation, and Virtue for its ſupport, other wiſe Brutab 
Loſt; will as well deſerve the name; and every 
trifling incident ill: give it ſome allay: They wha 
are cautious and: diſereet in their choice ſeldom find 
reaſon to tepent; and wiſdom in men, and chaſtity 
in women ſhould weighmoſtin that Ballance, which 
is to determine their mutual choices; for the ſtrong- 
eſt bond of chaſtity and obedience in the wife, is 
the opinion ſhe hath of her huſband's wiſdom, .and 
the ſtrongeſt bond of the huſband's Love, is the 
opinion he hath of her modeſty and fidelity, © 
01 TT .VELTINGS DRY DER FIYON 2 inne 
Las: 160 { boog ti nn smort 20 250: 3 1 1 
rr me adviſe men however, never to preſume 
too 'mjuth upon their wiſdom, nor women too much 


44 f 524 19 1482 þ 742 & il 420 {6 « 
Pon their chaſtity: for women rarely brook con- 
n N 
y tempt, 


1 
p 
6 


ta ) R 


wie: and men-4s lle car do be thought under 
obligations that they cannot repay: let each therefore 
refrain from upbraiding for defects on either fide! 
where one hath a viſihle Superiority; for upbraidings: 
| leaye.n-fling.in che-braafts bach of men and women, 
which put tham ton often upon reteliating, Tbey 
create ſuſpicions of ſame, latent diſaffectiun, chat 
ethers may be higber in their Eſtecu that they: ore 
weary: of: [their Lot, and repent.) of their choied3 
which jealouſy will raiſe rancour and bitterneſa, 
chat preying inwardly will either deſttay che perſon, 


of burſt intu rage and fury, that will make both: 
* wretched, vol. 


Ir is à bad method which ſome men take to cure 
theſe evils by flying from them: if a huſband's 
conduct hath provoked the wife to clamor, if he 
runs to 4 tavern to avoid it, he will hardly find her 
nn better temper when he returns: for by this be 

gives her a reaſon to juſtify herſelf, whieh ſhe wil 
"A pee mende 194. ble '{ QOOW al 
innen | $1513 nta O2 et 
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dern are men 6 N a8 to ops 


„ 


find their wives at home and in good humour; and 


J have known wives ſo unreafonable, | as to C #1 
that their huſbands ſhould alwa $ be at home, an 


in their com pany, though their Carriage is ſuch, as 
m 


1 
e541 


(4 - 6 | 
(ee neveflirily. IO: more diſaprecable, 


. than any other pla. 


* 21 7 of 
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„Melt now 1 A is hald fo adviſe, gant? men 
ay gain r much bye ary rough Gr boifterous methods 
of afſetting their Prerogative; the leſs this is brought. 
to trial the more ſecure it is, and more likely to 
de relpeckedd. Al Tan ſay is, that as this 1 is a 
Caſe wherein coſtom alone hath in all countries 
aſcertained, the privileges of both ſexes, and here 
hath left little more than a nominal ſuperiority to 
the man, the likelieft method to ſoften and make 
them 6 3 is by careſſing and endearments ; j 
and where this won't do, the caſe I doubt was either 
e pe at firſt, or is paſt it now. 


Bur what faith the Apoſtle in this matter, writing 
to the Epheſians ? He adviſeth women 70 reverence 
their huſbands, to ſubmit themſelves 40 - them, to be 
ſubjef to them in every thing. He doth; yet let not 
the huſband plume himſelf too highly upon this: 
for this reſtriction comes after, as it is fit in the Lord: 
1. e. in the ſenſe of an antient father, + where 
nothing is required contrary 10 good ſenſe, or any 
rule of virtue: And if good Senſe is to determine 


a either 


3 
2. „ 


(39) 
eicher as to {decency or aire, 1 doubt the ſupe · 


riority will be often on the female — D Nn 


Urox the whole, if it ſhould be granted, that 
Men have i in truth the ſuperiority of OG: 
which they generally arrogate, there is no inſtance 
wherein they can ſhew it to greater adyantage, or 
are under higher obligations to the exerciſe of it. 
Let them make what experiments they will, T will 
anſwer for the iſſue, that if love and tenderneſs 
will not win to, an obliging and agreeable de eport- 
ment, neither will harſhneſs or ſeverity : Even a 
ſervant will with great reluctance, if at all, obey 
a maſter who gives no qther reaſon for that obe- 
dience than his will and humour, and inforces 1 it by 
ſurly and moroſe meaſures : In all caſes; if we would 
have thoſe under us regular and obſervant of their 
duty, we muſt be firſt ſo of our own; give the 
example in gentlenefs, and above all in 1 ſtrict re- 
gard to decency, to virtue, and to all the duties 
of religion; for after all that can be ſaid, it is 
religion alone which can ſecure the joys and com- 
forts of this and of every other ſtate. Religion 
indeed will not raiſe love where there was none 
before, but it will always preſerve it where it is: 
It will calm the mind, it will purify the heart, it 
will regulate the deſires, it will correct any per- 
verſity of will, zt will give good diſpoſitions and 
confirm them, check evil ones and ſubdue them: 
it will make us mild and tractable, and ſober and 
onaſte 3 Commence a jog of Heaven upon Earth, 


and 


(51) 


and: A bd to everlaſting bliſs i in the Heaven of Hes: | | 
vens hereafter. _ 


Warxx God grant that we may all meet, huſ- 
bands and wives, parents and children, maſters and 
ſervants, and rejoice in the teſtimony we ſhall give 
one another, of having mutually diſcharged our 
obligations faithfully, lovingly and wiſely ; and thus 


rejoicing in our ſelves, enter at laſt into the Joy of 
Our Lord. 


VI INI S. 


* 
1 


OS 


81 * 
3 1 


08+. iu * 


don 


«Jo orf 


=dvig- loc! 
210 bay 81 


* 
213 bas t viotify na 


1 yot d 0244 


pi” 111 


: ia 


Be. 


>; 


et to: I ** To 1 A 


wo... 


+ 2 


72 
bns etaflatn 1 : Dns et 
Noce . 
19D EIA ⁰⁰αt 76, 


* 


\ -» 
ATP F 


5s oo G@ih 


7 
? 


24 


— * 


L 
— # * 
p ls 
Y + 
. 1 «T4 
2 =« 
wo ow 
Jr! 30 5 
4 >< 4 
Toy 00> Fe. . 
15TE 1 * 1 I 
* 
* . - * * 
- — - > . — 4a 0 g 
114 920 N + $8 7 C "TE 
| „ i 
A >» 
7 — * + I 
1 118 
+ e 16448823 14 
* - 
"IIS. 4% Joo of 
w- 
Nj 
7 = | 
6 — .; 
F 
f 
* * 
U 
4 
. _u 
i 
ls 


gaiffitis”s 02 BY 


7 . 
11 ee 2 


972 
2 


= " 
*WIO 


| Co 4 
* 1. 4 
2 i a; 


* —— Fm e ] e 


— 


de —— —— eo noon —— — 
7 


